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(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE) 25X1

1, Prior to May 1951, the Kaunas airfield (n ’51!--53, E 23-55) west of the
road to Marismpole (N 5435, E 23-25) was continuously in use by verlous
elreraft types of the Soviet Alr Forece. An estimated totel of mine -
biplanes, 12 aingle-engma fighters, 27 twin-engine trangports, end
pome gliders were stationed st the fleld, acecording to observations made
while planes were im the alr. No four-englne planes or Jet fighters
were obgerved over Kaunes, There was intensive day and night flying,
and the fleld wag llghted at night. The bilzlanes were apparently not
uged for training Flights because they did not circle over the field but
flew along the Neman River. Allegedly they wers used for reconnaissance
flights in partisen sreas. Occasionally, formation flights by three or
ning biplanes were obgerved, The single-engine planes had single rudder
aggenblies, radial engines, retractable landing gear, and the csbin mounted
on the fuselage. They flew both night and day, and in bad westher, There
was. individuel flylng and combat tralning in single-engine planes, which
-fired for practice gt towed targets with bail smmmnition during the dey
snd with trecer eimunitidn at night, aided by searchlights. A maximum of
12 plenes was observed during the formetion flying. The twin-engine trans-
ports had single ruaﬂer sgsenblies and retracteble landing gear, They were
always obgerved in eomction with parachute Jumps. The parachute jumps
were usually made from a formation of three or nine planes. The Jumping '
areg wag northesst of Kauneg, Ten to twelve men jumped in suceesgsion from
each plane; usually the Jjumpers had one parachute each, but occasicnally
they had two. No more thanm 27 transports with parachute troops were observed
aloft at the same tims. cargoes belng relessed, 25X1
but noted lrregular activity by unidentified gliders.

2. The quartering faellitles, mostly low wooden bulldings, were located iu the
northern sectlon of the field. The officers were billeted in & small
settlement of wooden buildings referred to as “garden town", which was newly
erected outslde the field.
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